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him over and h<k became her devoted
slave,

Ptolemy, Cleopatra's brother, had,
however, no idea of taking a back
seat, and started a war which lasted
nine months before the unfortunate boy
was beaten. His end was that he was
drowned in the Nile,

This left Cleopatra Queen of all
Egypt, and she and Caesar celebrated
their wedding by making a trip up the
Nile, The royal barge had an escort
of no fewer than 400 ships, and they
travelled on and on up the
river until they reached the
country of the black men
and had to turn back,

Mark Antony Arrives.

When they reached
Alexandria they had news
of trouble in Rome, so
Caesar sailed at once, taking
with him Cleopatra and
her son Caesarion. There
she stayed until Caesar was
murdered, when she
escaped and went back to
Egypt.

Fresh trouble was brew-
ing. Mark Antony arrived
in Egypt to ask some
awkward questions as to
why Cleopatra had aided
Cassius and his republicans.
Cleopatra sailed up the
River Cydnus to meet him
in a marvellous barge. Her
gilded boat with purple
sails was wafted over the
water by silver oars. On
deck was Cleopatra herself
in the guise of Aphrodite,
goddess of love, surrounded
by nymphs.

It was the Caesar story
all over again, and as
Octavian said, Antony was
"bewitched by this ac-
cursed woman." Antony
gave a feast for her, said
to be the most costly ever

given, but Cleopatra beat it by
dissolving a pearl of exceeding great
price in vinegar and drinking An-
tony's health in it. Cleopatra forced
Antony to divorce his own wife,
Octavia, and utterly to neglect the
business of governing Rome. The
st range thing is that, though Cleopatra
was a long way past thirty years old,
she was -still as fascinating as ever,
and did just what she liked with
Antony.

But this sort of thing could not go
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CLEOPATRA, QUEEN OF EGYPT
This head of Cleopatra, cut in marble, may be seen in the British
Museum London. The face is scarcely that of a beautiful
womaT' It was her charm of manner that made Cleopatra
such a notable personality in the world's history. The features
are of course, not of the Egyptian type, for Cleopatra belonged
to the Greek dynasty which ruled in Egypt.